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    Contents    EDITORIAL NOTE 
Dear Readers, 

On behalf of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, I introduce 

you to ‘STOU e-News,’ an online newsletter to feature stories, 

events and interesting information from the university. 

This volume 1 includes an interview with STOU personnel graduated 

from Group T International University College Leuven, where they 

share their experience in Belgium and recent news about open 

education and events at STOU. 

To mark this coming holiday season, ‘STOU tips’ is dedicated to  

a guide to make cute bows for your gift box. 

I strongly hope that ‘STOU e-News’ opens another window for all 

readers to understand more about our university and open education 

society. All comments and suggestions are most welcome. Please  

e-mail us at if.proffice@stou.ac.th. 

Best wishes, 

 

Ms. Rattip Phukkeson 

Acting Head, International Affairs Unit 
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 STOU to host ICET 2013 

STOU is proud to announce 
that we will host the 57th 
ICET World Assembly at our 
main campus in Nonthaburi on 
16-19 July 2013. The theme 
of the conference is 
“Innovations and Trends in 
Education”, and activities 

will focus on a broad range of education 
issues in the 21st century. It is expected 
that over 300 educational specialists, 
scholars and administrators will participate 
in the conference, which will provide excellent 
opportunities to discuss current developments, 
share ideas on innovative educational practices 
and network with education professionals 
from different countries. 

All interested parties are welcome to register 
and participate in the 57th ICET World  
Assembly, and those interested in presenting 
their papers are encouraged to apply. 
Presentation, registration and other details 
on the 2013 ICET World Assembly can  
be found on the conference website at  
http://icet2013.stou.ac.th or by request from 
icet2013@stou.ac.th. 
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        Prof. Tian Belawati, UT President and              Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin Suntavaruk,       STOU Acting President, Vice-President 

        Dr. Yuichi Okabe, OUJ President              STOU Acting President         for Academic Affairs and OUJ President
   

The 26th Asian Association of Open Universities (AAOU) Annual Conference was 
held on 17-19 October 2012 at the Open University of Japan (OUJ). There were 
approximately 270 participants from 22 countries in Asia. This event provided 
an important opportunity for open university staff and educators in Asia to 
come together to discuss current developments and innovations in open and 
distance learning, as well as network with their professional counterparts 
in the region. 

STOU was represented at the conference by a group of administrators, including 
Distinguished University Council Member and Acting President Dr. Somchin 
Suntavaruk, and faculty members. Five STOU delegates presented papers, and      

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin Suntavaruk chaired 
one of the two keynote sessions. As a founding 
member of AAOU, STOU is especially encouraged 
to see the organization continue to serve an 
important function in the region. We applaud 
OUJ for successfully hosting the conference 
and the AAOU Sectretariat, which is currently 
at Wawasan Open University, Malaysia.  

 

Photo source: http://aaou2012.ouj.ac.jp 

 
STOU Staff and Student  

Cultural Exchange Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On  21-25  November  2012,  Dr. Jinda 

Khlibtong, Vice-President for  
Educational Services, led a group 

of STOU staff and students on a 
visit to the Socialist Republic of  

Vietnam. The main purpose of the 
visit was for STOU students to  
exchange information on language, 
culture, customs and traditions 
with students of Hanoi Open  
University (HOU). It also provided 
opportunities for staff to  
observe operations at HOU and 
learn about their teaching and 
learning practices. 

Visit the Gallery here. 

Prof. Dr. Sumalee Sungsri, 

School of Educational Studies 

and participant from Japan 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somporn 

Puttapithakporn during her 

paper presentation 

http://icet2013.stou.ac.th
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.389463467805661.93497.387440298007978&type=1


 

 

 
IN THE                 SPOTLIGHT  

   Meet the Group T Scholarship Recipients    

One 
of STOU’s longtime partners 
is Group T - International 
University College Leuven, 

Belgium. In 2002, Group T 
joined in the UNESCO-supported GMS Virtual 
University initiative by offering scholar-
ships for personnel from universities in the 
Greater Mekong Subregion to study in its 
Certificate in E-media program. In that 
year, Ms. Sasithon Sainapha was awarded  
a scholarship to study in the certificate 
program, and the following year the grant 
was extended to support her studies for  
a master’s degree. In total, Group T has provided scholarships that enabled 
four STOU staff members to further their training in subjects that strengthen 
STOU’s ability to provide quality, up-to-date distance education. 

For this issue, we interviewed award recipients 
who have graduated and are now contributing their 
new knowledge as STOU personnel, Mr. Poom Juasiripakdee 
and Ms. Nisachon Piyasin. They discussed their 
studies with us and also shared their thoughts 
about how life was for them in Belgium.  

Q: Why did you choose to go to Group T Leuven? 

Poom: It was and still is a great opportunity.  
A scholarship for Master of Science in Engineering 

in Europe is not something you can say no to.  

Nisachon: It’s a blessing. Honestly, I was enjoying a great working life, so 
it’s a pretty tough decision to make. I’m glad  
I chose to take the grant. Above all, I wanted 
to experience different cultures. 

Poom: For me, I just graduated and saw that it 
could pave a career path for me.  

Q: How was studying at Group T? 

Nisachon: Studying there was tough, from Day 1 
to graduation. I did experience a different culture, 
especially that of studying. At Leuven, instructors 
don’t feed you everything. You need to look af-
ter yourself.  

Poom: I’d agree to that. You need to feed, chew, and digest. Memory is not 
as important as understanding. You know the theories? Good, but you have to  
be able to apply them in practice because you’re doing a Master’s in  
Engineering.  

 

Upper right: from left: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Patamaporn Yenbamrung, Assoc. 

Prof. Dr. Achara Cheewatragoongit, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Pranee 

Sungkatavat, Prof. Johan De Graeve, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tong-In 

Wongsothorn  

Middle left: Sasithon (second from left) with her friends in Belgium. 

Bottom right: Poom with his friends 



 

 

Nisachon: For labs, you have to study beforehand. Examination takes place once 
a semester: paper and oral. It doubles the challenges as you don’t have much 
time to think as you have to respond immediately in an accurate manner. 

Poom: Fortunately for us, we went to international school for bachelor. It 
helped with the use of language. 

Q: What are other aspects you enjoyed experiencing? 

Nisachon: Life Style: How orderly and systematical everybody is, punctuality, 
doing things by myself. I learn a lot from how people work. I also travelled 
and I’ve got to learn differences and friendships throughout the journeys. 

Poom: Leuven attracts students from around the world. We have friends from 
Europe, China and many countries in Southeast Asia. 

Q: How will you make use of those experiences in work and contribute to the 
development of the university? 

Nisachon: Of course, we can implement new technologies learnt in our work.  
However, we alone cannot make the change for the whole university. That will 
need output from everybody in STOU. 

Poom:  For us, we will try to do our best at what we do. 

These interviews show the value of these scholarships, not only for the  
recipients, but also for STOU, which benefits greatly from the increased 
knowledge and capabilities of our personnel. STOU is very grateful to Group T 
for providing these opportunities through scholarships. Finally, we would 
like to give a big thank you to our scholarship recipients who kindly  
offered us their time by allowing us to interview them.   

 IN THE     SPOTLIGHT  

Nisachon and her friends in Belgium       Nisachon with Kantima       Poom in Athens       Poom with his colleagues at the School of 

                 Schience and Technology 

 ONE DECADE OTOP 

One Tambon One Product (OTOP) is a local entrepreneurship stimulus 
program, aimed to support the locally made and marketed products of 
each tambon (subdistrict) in Thailand. Drawing its inspiration from 
Japan's successful One Village One Product (OVOP) program, the OTOP 

program encourages village communities to improve the value-added  
local products' quality and marketing. OTOP products include a large 
array of local products, including traditional handicrafts, cotton and 
silk garments, pottery, fashion accessories, household items, and food. 

Each year, there are annual exhibitions of OTOP products which are 
“OTOP midyear” during the middle of the year and “OTOP City” by the 
end of the year. This year celebrates a decade of OTOP  
program, the Community Development Department organized 
a 9-day exhibition “One Decade One Tambon One  
Product: Commemoration of King Rama IX,”  
including more than 2,500 exhibiting booths.  

During 15-23 December 2012, 700,000 visitors  
and 800 million baht income were expected.  



 

 

 
   STOU  TODAY    

Loi Krathong Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conjunction with public offices 
and public enterprises in  

Nonthaburi province, STOU hosted  
celebrations for Loi Krathong on the 
evening of Wednesday, 28 November.  
As many readers may already know, Loi 
Krathong is an important Thai holiday 
in which people gather at lakes,  
rivers and other bodies of water and 
float small krathong, which are small 
lotus-shaped vessels that contain  
candles, incense and various other  
offerings. Originally, these offerings 
were a sign of respect and gratitude 
for the river goddess. Today, the  
symbolic meanings have become broader 
and the holiday provides a festive  
atmosphere for participants. More  
information on Loi Krathong and its 
possible origins can be found here. 

This year was the 8th time STOU hosted 
a Loi Krathong celebration. Fortunately, 
the rain from earlier in the day gave 
way to clear weather, and the evening 
was able to feature traditional music 
and dance, folk performances, luk thung 
(Thai country music) musicians and 
other presentations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper left: Big handmade krathong 

Upper right: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin Suntavaruk float-

ing a krathong 

Bottom left: Participants from public offices and enter-

prises in Nonthaburi floating krathongs 

Bottom right: Nang Noppamas Contestants 

STOU Opens Thai Traditional Medicine 

Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

The School of Health Science has 
opened a clinic providing traditional 
Thai medical services in a building 
next to the university. The clinic 
provides an array of therapeutic and 
herbal massage services, as well as 
herbal treatments and an herbal medicine 
dispensary. It is open on weekdays, 
with additional evening hours on Tuesday 
and Thursday. For more details, please 
stop by the clinic or call 02 504 8968 – 9.  

New MOUs 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 2012, STOU has signed MOUs with 
2 Thai public organizations. 

On 21 November 2012, a signing ceremony 
for an MOU between STOU and the Royal Thai 
Army (RTA) was held at Royal Thai Army 
Headquarters in Bangkok. Leading the STOU 
delegation and signing for the university 
was Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin Suntavaruk, 
Distinguished Member of the University 
Council and Acting President of STOU. The 
signatory and leader of the RTA delegation 
was Lieutenant General Natchai Baingern, 
Deputy Chief of Staff. Under this agreement, 
STOU and the RTA will engage in different 
activities to help RTA personnel improve 
their academic standing and ability. 

On 28 November 2012, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin 
Suntavaruk, and Mr. Teerapong Sodasri,  
Director General of the Public Relations 
Department (PRD), signed a memorandum of 
understanding. The MOU formalizes the two 
organizations’ intent to work together in 
the areas of communication arts and  
resource utilization in order to make  
concrete progress in various operations, 
including serving STOU students and  
developing the ability PRD personnel in 
communications. 

http://www.loikrathong.net/en/History.php


 

 

    CALL 4 PAPERS    
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Like us on 

Season’s Greeting — As gift presenting season is approaching, we would like to present a pictorial 

guide for making tiny bows. It is very simple, yet gives impressive result. 

 
 

Hope this will help you with decorating present boxes for friends and family! 
 

Source: http://eticlip.blogspot.com/2012/03/segunda-parte-practicando-con.html 
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25th ICDE World Conference in China  

The 25th ICDE World Conference will be 
hosted by Tianjin Open University, China  

Venue: Tianjin Open University , China 

Date: 16-18 October 2013  

Theme: New Strategies for Global Open, 
Flexible and Distance Learning  

Sub-themes 

 The Culture of ODL 
 The Quality in ODL 
 Educational Technology in ODL 
 OER of ODL 
 Study Support to ODL 
 Regulatory Environment and Strategies 

for Innovative, Open and Flexible 
Learning 

 Assistive Learning  

Important Dates 
15 Oct -31 Dec 2012  Abstract Submission  
Before 1 Feb 2013    Notification of Acceptance  
1 Feb-30 Apr 2013 Submission of Full Papers     
30 Apr 2013  Deadline for Submission of 

Papers     
30 Jun 2013    Notification of Acceptance  
31 Jul 2013  Early-bird Registration  

Deadline  

 27th AAOU Annual Conference 

The 27th Annual Conference of the 
Asian Association of Open Universities 

Venue: Allama Iqbal Open University, 
  Pakistan 

Date: 1-3 October 2013 

Theme: Leveraging the Power of Open and Distance 

Education for Building a Divergent Asia – Today's 
Solutions and Tomorrow's Vision   

Sub-themes 

 Virtual and Distance Education  
 Building a Global Future through Research and 

Innovative Practices in Open and Distance 
learning  

 ODL and Human Capacity Building  
 Technologies and Strategies for providing  

Education through Open and Distance  
Learning  System  

Important Dates 
15 May 2013 Abstract Submission    
30 May 2013 Acceptance of Abstracts    
30 Jun 2013 Submission of Full Papers   
20 Jul 2013 Pre-Conference registration 
10 Aug 2013 Early Bird Registration 
10 Sep 2013 Deadline for Registration 

http://www.facebook.com/stouint
http://www.tjrtvu.edu.cn/icde/
http://support.thaicyberu.go.th/iec2012/index.php?link=invite.php
http://aaou2013.aiou.edu.pk/
http://www.ijeeee.org/jc4e/2nd/index.htm

