
 

  

 

Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University adheres to the principle of lifelong education and aims to develop the quality of life of the general public by upgrading the 

level of knowledge of those already in the workforce and  expanding the educational opportunities for secondary school graduates through distance learning system. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS NEWS  INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS NEWS  

STOU strengthening STOU strengthening   

collaborations in Indonesia collaborations in Indonesia  
 
From 25 April to 4 May 2013, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd 
Pichitpornchai, President of STOU, led a delegation to 
Indonesia to strengthen collaboration efforts with 
various universities in Indonesia and the region. 

On 26-27 April, Dr. Chailerd, along with Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Porphant Ouyyanont from the School of Economics and 
Ms. Rattip Phukkeson, Head of International Affairs, 
participated in a meeting of five open universities 
in Southeast Asia in an ongoing effort to create a 
joint international program in ASEAN studies. This was 
the 10th meeting of the universities, which include 
STOU, Universitas Terbuka (Indonesia), University of 
the Philippines Open University, Open University of 

Malaysia and Hanoi Open University (Vietnam). Course 

production is currently underway, with each university 
responsible for different subjects. 

During the above meeting, Dr. Chailerd signed MOUs  
with three of the universities: Universitas Terbuka,  
University of the Philippines Open University and 
Hanoi Open University. The other university at the 
meeting, Open University of Malaysia, has already 
signed an agreement with STOU. These agreements have 
the concrete goals of increasing collaboration among 
ASEAN countries in the areas of developing curricula 
and educational materials, research cooperation, and 
the exchange of students, faculty and staff. The 
MOUs will also encourage the sharing of research  
information and benchmarking data among all five of 
the participating open universities. 

On 29 April, Dr. Chailerd and Ms. Rattip met with 
Prof. Tian Belawati, Rector of Universitas Terbuka (UT), 
and a team of administrators to exchange knowledge 
and experiences regarding internal and external  
educational quality assurance. The visit also included 
an opportunity to observe various university  

operations. 

From 30 April to 3 May, the Association of Southeast 
Asian Institutions of Higher Learning (ASAIHL) 2013 
International Conference was hosted by Universitas 
Airlangga in Surabaya, Indonesia. On the first day, 
Dr. Chailerd and Ms. Rattip attended the international 
office meeting on the topic “International Ranking vs. 
International Recognition” to discuss the importance of 

global recognition and acceptance for universities. 
On the following day, Dr. Chailerd and Ms. Rattip 
were joined by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suri Khemthong, Dean 
of the School of Management Science, in attending the 
main conference for three days. The theme of the 
conference was “Advancing Collaborative Strategy for 
Achieving Excellence” and topics included teaching 
and learning management, research, the use of ICT, 
educational quality standards and student mobility. 

On 3 May, Dr. Chailerd, Dr. Suri, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chow 
Rojanasang and other STOU staff visited STIE Perbanas,  
a higher education institution in the field of business 
and banking, also located in Surabanya. During the 
visit, the two parties discussed preparations for the 
3rd International Conference on Business and Banking, 
to be held in Thailand in early 2014.  

More photos can be found here. 

Representatives from 5 universities, from left:  

Prof. Dr. Mansor Fadzil, Senior Vice President, OUM 

Dr. Nguyễn Mai Hương, Vice President, HOU 

Prof. Dr. Tian Belawati, Rector, UT 

Dr. Grace Alfonso, Chancellor, UPOU and Assoc. 

Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, President, STOU 

From left: Dr. Ninnat Olanvoravuth, Secretary 

General, ASAIHL — Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichit-

pornchai, President, STOU — Prof. Dr. H. Fasich, 

Rector, UNIAIR 

Prof. Dr. Tatik Suryani, Rector of STIE Perbanas and 

Dr. Chailerd signing the Memorandum of Agreement 

http://www.stou.ac.th/Eng/News/President-in-Indonesia.html


 

 

 
IN THE                 SPOTLIGHT  

ICET 2013 Observation  

IN JUNE 
STOU was proud to host the 57th World Assembly 
of the International Council on Education  
for Teaching (ICET).  Held annually, this  
conference attracted a number of distinguished  
experts in the field of education, including 

academics, policymakers and education professionals. One dynamic speaker, Dr. 
Allan Luke from the University of Queensland (Australia), delivered a keynote 
presentation on what has come to be called “multiliteracies”—the idea of  
activating student learning potential through the use of technology and  
creative activities rather than focusing solely on basic pen-and-paper  
literacy. Below is an interview Prof. Luke gave after one of the conference 
sessions. This is followed by another brief interview with Prof. James 
O’Meara, President of ICET.  

 

“ “ “ What was so interesting to me is that What was so interesting to me is that What was so interesting to me is that 

Thailand Thailand Thailand has made has made has made great progress. ”great progress. ”great progress. ”   
 

Q: How do we adapt and apply new writing for school reform to the Thai con-
text? 

Luke: Globally and in Thailand, traditionally, elders and parents and  
teachers, they believe they know more than young people, their students. But 
this is probably the first historical moments where the kids, the students, 
the young people, both rich and poor, know more about the new technologies 
than their adults and their parents. So, what is required is that we open the 
school and open the curriculum to allow students to create new artifacts of 

the digital arts. By this, I mean the creation of music, the 
creation of art work, the creation of documentaries, the  
creation of media and television, film, animation and new 
designs. In Australia, It has not amounted to training in 
Australia. We are not changing the curriculum, but more 
setting up environments where students can work with the 
new technologies to create their own art and create their 
own science and create their own work, and then bring that 
back to their teachers, back to their parents to teach them.  

Q: One problem in Thailand is that many kids do not speak 
English, and we are entering into the ASEAN Community 
in the near future. Do you think technology can help? 

Luke: If we look at China, for 
instance, what we will find 
is that China is very excited 
about having a bilingual 

population: a population that 
speaks Chinese and also can 

converse in English as well. There’s 
been an explosion of web-based and online 

learning of English in websites in China. 
We’ve just completed a piece in  

a Beijing journal that describes that.  

Prof. Allan Luke, Queensland University of Technology  



 

 

The internet and the new technologies work in two different ways. On the one 
hand, they do have the effect of exposing kids to English. My colleagues and 
students from Chachoengsao told me how their grandchildren, and other young 
Thai children now, are learning English from the media: television and  
internet. Certainly, the internet and the new media are going to have the  
effect of making a lot of inexpensive and free resources for the learning of 
English. By the same token, digital creativity and digital art are not just 
about English. We can create music in Thai. We can create poetry in Thai. As 
we have with the Aboriginal children in Australia, we can have children 
learning about Thai history, learning about their grandparents, learning 
about their villages, and recording these things in Thai. We could even have 
Mon people and people in Chiang Rai using the technology to record and save 
the history of some of the hill tribes. So, the technologies will help the 
learning of English but they can also be very, very strong in terms of  
building and preserving and engaging with Thai culture and language.  

Q: So the media does help Thailand’s education in many aspects.  

Luke: Yes. I’ve been working in Thailand since the 1990s, when I worked in 
Chachoengsao in the Rajabhat. What was so interesting to me is that Thailand 
has made great progress. It has made great progress with the open university, 
with the upgrading of the universities, and the expansion of the pratom 
[Primary Education] system into the high school for all students. But by the 
same token, there are still areas, open learning is one, informal education 
is another, village and community education is another: these are all areas 
where we can use the new technologies to empower people and to make  
breakthroughs at the same time. 

“ One of the key results is “ One of the key results is “ One of the key results is    

understanding the ASEAN region.”understanding the ASEAN region.”understanding the ASEAN region.” 

 

Q: I would like to ask you about the result, or your impression of the  
conference outcome.  

O’Meara: I think, one of the key results is understanding the region, the 
ASEAN region and the need for innovation. I’ve learned from our sharing of 
knowledge that 2015 will be a very important year for you as the ASEAN  
Community is being created.  

Q: How do you feel about the participants?  

O’Meara: The participants were very engaged, very interested and also very 
knowledgeable. We will take many good ideas back to different regions in the 
world.   

Q: What is your opinion on future ICET conferences?   

O’Meara: The future is always to build on collabora-
tions: collaborations with institutions like STOU, as 
a way to take the next step forward in a relevant 
and quality focused the development for education.    

 
 
These words from Prof. Luke and Prof. O’Meara are a  
reminder to continue striving to spread the benefits 
of education through both time-tested and innovative 
methods. By fostering a wide variety of national 
and international cooperation on education, ICET 
is an important part of this effort, and STOU is 
honored to have contributed by hosting the 2013 
ICET World Assembly.  

James O’Meara, ICET President 



 

 

 
STOU  TODAY  

STOU Corners in Provincial Prisons   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

One group normally without options for educational development is prison inmates, 
and STOU is proud to help this population in their determination to once again 
become productive members of society. STOU works within the Thai prison system by 
offering degree and special programs for inmates, as well as educational facilities. 
Besides making special accommodations to allow inmates to study in STOU’s regular 
degree programs, STOU also has established STOU Corners in prisons throughout the 
country. An STOU Corner provides course textbooks, educational publications,  
audiovisual materials and other self-study resources. It also provides a channel 
for enrollment in STOU programs should inmates wish to pursue higher education. 

STOU recently opened two more of these facilities. On 14 May 2013, an STOU Corner 
was officially opened in Nakhon Sawan prison in a ceremony presided over by  
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, President of STOU. The facility now 
serves over 90 inmates who study in STOU degree or non-degree programs, and is 
open to other inmates as well. On 11 June 2013, an STOU Corner was unveiled in 
Chonburi’s central prison; the opening ceremony was again led by Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Chailerd Pichitpornchai, President of STOU. 

Those who are interested in STOU’s services for prisoners may see footage from 
the opening in Nakhon Sawan in the university’s PR report on the event (dialogue 
in Thai). 

STOU Songkran Festivities 

On 10 April 2013, STOU organized celebrations for the coming Songkran holiday, which  
celebrates the traditional Thai New Year. These started in the morning with donating food to 
9 visiting monks and a ceremonial bathing of Buddha images and a statue of King Rama VII 
by university administrators. Following this, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, 
M.D., President of STOU, formally opened the day’s festivities and on behalf of the  
university presented an educational donation to Wat Tan School. There were also cultural 
performances and food provided for university personnel and participants. A special  
highlight of the day’s activities was the traditional annual Songkran practice of pouring 
water on the hands of elders and asking for their blessings for the coming year. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJG938GNnyc
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ASEAN Language Camp  

for Children of STOU Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

On 17 April 2013, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, President of 
STOU, officially opened an ASEAN language camp for children of STOU  
personnel. The camp is being held until the 30th at STOU, and features 
instruction in English, Chinese and Khmer, languages that will become 
more prominent in the region as Thailand prepares for the implementation 
of the ASEAN Economic Community in 2015. 

STOU KM Day 

In order to promote and encourage staff in their various tasks, STOU held a  
competition titled “Talented People” to recognize outstanding innovations or  
regulations in six administrative sections of the university. Eighteen prizes 
were awarded on KM Day, a special event held on 5 June 2556 at STOU. This was the 
second year that a ceremony has been held to award prizes and certificates to 
STOU personnel. 

Here are the top prizes from this year’s competition: 

1st Place: Office of Registration, Records and Evaluation; for “Electronic  
Interaction System for Students to Solve Various Registration Problems” 

2nd Place: Office of Documentation and Information; for “Developing a Statistical 
Reporting System for Reporting on the Performance of Library Services According 
to the Annual Civil Service Performance Goals” 

Honorable Mention 

School of Management Science; for “Developing Modern E-learning through the Use 
of Integrated Technologies 

Planning Division; for “Developing and designing the e-Social Computer Program” 

School of Agriculture and Cooperatives; for “Developing an Audit and Score  
Calculation System for Evaluation of Instructors in the School of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives” 

School of Liberal Arts; for “Operational Planning through the School of Liberal 
Arts e-Planning System”  



 

 

 
STOU  TODAY  

University Research Distribution  

The Institute for Research and Development of STOU held 
an exhibition of university research on 3 April 2013 in 
order to promote the university’s research accomplish-
ments and provide a forum for personnel to share their 
research knowledge, techniques and experiences. Such  
occasions encourage quality research and help create a 
positive research environment that supports the  
development of the university, society and nation.  

The President of STOU also attended the exhibition and 
awarded three prizes for outstanding research:  

Excellent 
Tourism Promotion for Senior  
Tourists from Europe to Thailand 
(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ranee Esichai-
kul and Asst. Prof. Chatchapol 
Songsunthornwong) 

Good 
The Estimation of Revenue form Purposed Land and Building 
Tax and Potential Impacts on Land Use 
(Assoc. Prof. Jarin Teswanich et al.)  

Honourable Mention  
The Staff Competency Development of Local Administration 
Organization   
(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Saneh Juito)  

New MOUs 
STOU and the Department of Agricultural Extension Sign Agreement on Distance 
Learning Management 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, President of 
STOU, and Ms. Panpimon Chanyanuwat, Director General of 
the Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE), signed a 
cooperative agreement at the DAE in Bangkok on 23 April 
2013. This agreement marks another step in the relation-
ship between the two organizations, and it provides for 
STOU to apply its expertise and experience in the manage-
ment of distance learning to help the DAE develop a system 
that supports personnel in developing their potential as 
professionals in the field of agricultural extension. The 
system will use online e-learning and start with six 
courses: 1) Knowledge Management, 2) Developing Community 

Agricultural Enterprise Organizations, 3) Participatory Agricultural Development 
Planning, 4) Agricultural Technology Transfer, 5) Agricultural Situational Analy-
sis, and 6) Agricultural Project Extension. These courses will build upon previous 
knowledge management efforts that have been effective in increasing officials’ 
knowledge of agricultural extension. 
 
MOU on Hotel and Tourism Knowledge Management 

On 13 June 2013, STOU signed an agreement on the multilat-
eral management of studies on hotel and tourism manage-
ment. Signing for STOU was Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pich-
itpornchai, President of STOU,  and the other signatories 
were Mr. Kalin Surawong Bunnag of Tawana Bangkok Hotel and 
Mr. Rattaket Chuamahawan, Director of the Bang Rak District 
Non-Formal and Informal Education Centre. Mr. Chanwit Tub-
suphan, Deputy Secretary-General of the Office of the Non-
Formal and Informal Education, served as witness at the 
signing ceremony, which took place at Tawana Bangkok Ho-

tel. The agreement provides for cooperation on managing education in hotel and 
tourism management, from professional training or basic studies to degree-level 
studies.   
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One important thing when you travel is making 

sure that you can use electronic items just like 

you would at home. Unfortunately, plugs and 

sockets vary widely around the world—flat, 

round, grounded, non-grounded—leaving many 

travelers confused. This chart shows some of 

the main types of power plugs used in different 

countries. If yours doesn’t match the plugs used 

in your destination country, make sure to buy 

the necessary adapter for that country.  

In addition, it’s also very important to check the 

voltage of the electricity supply in the country 

before you go, as plugging in to the wrong level 

of voltage could ruin your equipment. 
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ICOFE 2014  

The Open University of Hong Kong invites you 

to the Inaugural International Conference 
on Open and Flexible Education (ICOFE2014).  

Venue: Open University of Hong Kong, 
Hong Kong SAR, China  

Date: 16–17 January 2014   

Theme: Making Learning Open and Flexible: 
Emerging Modes and Approaches. 

Sub-themes 

 New trends in teaching and learning in 
technology-rich environments   

 Institutional changes towards more open 
and flexible learning 

 The use of technologies to enhance  
teaching and learning 

 Innovations in curriculum development and 
pedagogy 

 Technology-mediated learning communities 

 The use of Web-based open educational 
resources 

 
Please visit the conference website for more 
information.  

 ASAIHL 2013 

Call for Papers from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Institutions of Higher  
Learning 
- Country Reports 
- Abstract and Full Papers 
- Delegation Papers 

Venue: Bandaranaike Memorial International  
Conference Hall, Colombo 07 Sri Lanka 

Date: 5-7 December 2013 

Theme:  Education for All: Prospects & Challenges  

Sub-themes 

 Multimode-delivery systems in education: country 
case studies 

 Cross-border education: student & academic 
mobility 

 Empowerment of women through education 

 Career development in a knowledge-based economy 
 

Important Dates 

15 May 2013 Abstract Submission    
30 May 2013 Acceptance of Abstracts    
30 Jun 2013 Submission of Full Papers   
20 Jul 2013 Pre-Conference registration 
10 Aug 2013 Early Bird Registration 
10 Sep 2013 Deadline for Registration 

Photo source: http://wikitravel.org  

http://www.facebook.com/stouint
http://icofe2014.ouhk.edu.hk/
http://support.thaicyberu.go.th/iec2012/index.php?link=invite.php
http://icofe2014.ouhk.edu.hk
http://www.kln.ac.lk/conf/asaihl2013/
http://www.ijeeee.org/jc4e/2nd/index.htm
http://wikitravel.org/

