
 

  

 

Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University adheres to the principle of lifelong education and aims to develop the quality of life of the general public by upgrading the 

level of knowledge of those already in the workforce and  expanding the educational opportunities for secondary school graduates through distance learning system. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS NEWS  INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS NEWS  

STOU Welcomes Two Visiting Fellowship Recipients STOU Welcomes Two Visiting Fellowship Recipients  
 

In September, STOU welcomed two visiting 
scholars, Ms. Mira Aryani of Universitas 
Terbuka and Ms. Wu Lina of Beijing Open 
University, who received AAOU Inter-
University Staff Exchange Fellowships. 
These fellowships are offered by  
participating institutional members of the 
Asian Association of Open Universities 
(AAOU). The program was started by AAOU 
to encourage its members to reap the 
benefits that come through international 
academic  exchanges  and  research  coopera-
tion, and STOU has chosen to participate 
in this program for over a decade. The 
objective of STOU’s fellowships this 
year is to solicit advice on the  
development of ICT instructional media. 
During this exchange program, recipients 
will work with STOU faculty and staff 

from the School of Communication Arts and the Office of Educational Technology 
to explore possibilities for STOU distance learning media in the future.  

Lina and Mira shared their thoughts about how 
the program was for them at STOU. 

Lina: It’s my great honor to participate in this 
program. I am very excited to be selected by this 
program. Through this program, it can enhance the 
communication between AAOU member universities and 
find out more opportunities for cooperation. It 
is also a good chance for propaganda. As for the 
individual, it can not only make me understand 
STOU clearly, but also broaden my mind and  
increase my knowledge. During the visit here, I 
get a lot of information about STOU’s teaching 
methods and e-learning, which will bring some 
new ideas about my own work when I come back to 
my university. It will be a new start for my 
work.  
 

“ “ “ It can also broaden my It can also broaden my It can also broaden my 

mind and increase my knowledge.”mind and increase my knowledge.”mind and increase my knowledge.” 

 

Mira: I was very pleased to get this opportunity because I learned a lot. STOU 
staff are very nice and friendly even I think they are very happy, they always 
look younger than their age. Before, I was a very quiet and very rarely spoke, 
but after working with staff and Wu Lina, I became a little relaxed and more 
enjoying life. Not only that, I also learned about development of distance 
learning that has been applied in STOU. Everything is very good for my university. 
STOU has its own television channel, and all for free, and also has the  
m-learning that we do not have. The most amazing thing is all over tv and  
radio broadcasts can be heard up to outside Thailand for free and also for  
m-learning. All people in here work very hard and also happy to make STOU move 
forward. I will go back with a lot of knowledge from STOU. Thank you so much 
STOU for this good opportunity.  

“ Thank you so much STOU for this “ Thank you so much STOU for this “ Thank you so much STOU for this 

good opportunity.”good opportunity.”good opportunity.”  

Wu Lina (left) and Mira Aryani (right) at Wat Phra Kaew, Bangkok 
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International Visitors International Visitors  
 

 

On 5 August, Prof. Yoichi Okabe, President 
of the Open University of Japan, met with 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, 
President of STOU, to exchange views and 
discuss relations, which were formalized 
in an MOU, signed last year.  

 

 
 

In July and August, The Department of In-
formation Science in the School of Liberal 
Arts hosted four seminars on topics relat-
ed to library and information studies. 
Each seminar was led by an international 
expert in the field. Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Gillian Hallam from the Science and Engi-
neering Faculty of Queensland University 
of Technology gave a LIS education in Aus-
tralia and beyond.  

 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ismail Abdullahi led two 
different seminars on library and infor-
mation science issues, and Asst. Prof. 
Barbara Stripling of Syracuse University’s 
School of Information Studies presented on 
librarianship in the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 29 August, Asst. Prof. Dr. Monwipa  
Wongrujira, Assistant to the President, 
welcomed Ms. Khoo Suan Choo and her  
accompanying delegation from Wawasan Open 
University of Penang, Malaysia. The group 
exchanged information and ideas on the  
operations of open universities and visited 
the Educational Broadcasting Production 
Center and the STOU Traditional Thai  
Medicine and Massage Clinic. 

 

 

On 9 September, Asst. Prof. Dr. Monwipa 
Wongrujira, Assistant to the President; 
Ms. Vinita Kaewkua, Representative from 
the Office of Registration, Records and 
Evaluation; and Ms. Rattip Phukkeson,  
Acting Head of International Affairs;  
welcomed Dr. Heungsu Park, Dean;  
Dr. Kiseok Cho, Dean of External Affairs; 
and Dr. Chonnan Chin, Dean of Student  
Services; from Cyber Hankuk University of 
Foreign Studies(CUFS).  Together they  
discussed possibilities for strengthening 
academic collaboration between STOU and 
CUFS. 



 

 

 
IN THE                 SPOTLIGHT  

STOU Celebrates 35th Anniversary  

Thurs 
day, 5 September, was the 35th anniversary of STOU’s 
founding on 5 September 1978. To mark this milestone 
in the university’s history, the first ten days of the 
month featured special lectures, seminars, training 
programs, competitions and other celebratory  
activities. 

 
The largest of the events was a gala held on the fifth of September to  
commemorate STOU’s long journey of service to Thai society. The evening  
festivities were preside over by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin Suntavarak,  
Distinguished Member of the University Council, and the ceremony also  
featured the awarding of STOU Plaques of Honor to several individuals who 
have made valuable contributions to the work of the university.   

The event was attended by university  
administrators and personnel and repre-
sentatives from international organiza-
tions, governmental agencies and the 
private sector. Some honored guests  
included: 

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ninnat Olanvoravuth, 
Secretary-General of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Institutions of 
Higher Learning 

 H.E. Mr. Jeon Jae Man, Korean  
Ambassador to Thailand 

 Dr. Lee Ji Eun, Senior Researcher at 
the Embassy of the Republic of Korea 

 Mr. Shigeki Kobayashi, Counselor at 
the Embassy of Japan, and his wife. 

 Dr. Somsuke Terapigittra, Secretary-
General of the Council of University 
Presidents of Thailand   

 

There were many academic seminars and 
presentations given as part of the  
anniversary days. Most were related to 
the approaching ASEAN Economic Community 
which will be instituted in 2015. Some 
dealt with technology in distance  
education; others focused on issues in 
specific professions, such as nursing. 

      STOU Plaques of Honor  Recipients  with Assoc. Prof. Dr. Somchin Suntavarak and STOU President  

 



 

 

On 6–7 September, the University Press organized a poetry contest on the 
theme of King Rama VII in recognition of the 120th anniversary of His  
Majesty’s birth. The special significance of King Rama VII to STOU is that 
the university’s name – granted by the current king of Thailand – comes from 
the title (“Prince Sukhothai Thammaracha”) held by King Rama VII prior to his 
accession to the throne. There was also an evening of music in honor of King 
Rama VII on 6 September. 

 
Contests organized by the School of Science and Technology included one to 
design a new product out of used packaging, and another to design a website 
encouraging people to save electricity. Some of the entries were also featured 
in an exhibition. Other exhibitions included a market for agricultural  
products and an exhibition by the School of Management  
Science on the integration of Thai principles into 
ASEAN.  
 
STOU was proud to host these celebrations and 
looks forward to the next 35 years of  
extending educational opportunity through 
distance learning.  

 

 STOU 35
th
 Anniversary

 
 



 

 

 
STOU  TODAY  

Orientation for New Bachelor’s Degree Students    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On 14 July 2013, STOU held orientation for new bachelor’s degree students from 
the Bangkok area at the university’s main campus in Nonthaburi. The event was al-
so broadcast live on three television channels. Activities started with a tradi-
tional Thai wai khru ceremony to pay respects to teachers, followed by an opening 
address from Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, President of STOU, to of-
ficially welcome students to the STOU distance learning system. Representatives 
from provincial student clubs and faculty members of 11 schools of study were 
present also to welcome students to STOU.  

STOU Participates in Signing Anti-Corruption Agreement  

On 16 August 2013, STOU participated in the signing  
ceremony for an anti-corruption agreement between the  
Office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission and the 
Council of University Presidents of Thailand (CUPT). STOU 
was represented at the event by Asst. Prof. Orasa  
Phankao, Vice-President for Corporate Communications and 
International Affairs. The agreement is intended to  
promote attitudes that value integrity among faculty, 
staff and students of higher education institutions. It 
also aims to develop more tangible opportunities for  
these groups to participate in preventing and countering 
corruption. Besides signing the agreement, the ceremony 
also featured advice and policy recommendations on  
combatting corruption in higher education institutions in 
order to comply properly with the new agreement. 

Asst. Prof. Orasa Phankao 
Vice-President for Corporate 
Communications and International 
Affairs. 

STOU Holds Sufficiency Economy Seminar 

As part of STOU’s academic service to society, a special 
seminar on living according to sufficiency economy prin-
ciples was held at the university’s main campus on 26–27 
July 2013. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, 
President of STOU, officially opened the event, which was 
attended by over 200 people. This seminar is part of an 
ongoing university project which led to the establishment 
two years ago of the Center for Distance Learning of Suf-
ficiency Economy (CDLSE), which seeks to be a repository 
for knowledge on sufficiency economy at local and nation-
al levels. Through programs such as this seminar, the 
CDLSE also provides a forum for professionals and other 
interested parties to exchange understanding and experi-
ence gained from the application of sufficiency economy 
philosophy initiated by His Majesty the King.  

Exhibition on sufficiency economy 
principles 



 

 

 
STOU  TODAY  

Training for Announcers 

On 28 May 2013, STOU participated in a meeting to discuss 
an ongoing project to create a curriculum for a certificate  
program for radio and television announcers. The meeting was 
opened by Mr. Pramote Rathavinij, former President of the 
Public Relations Department and currently serving as  
President of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications 
Commission’s Subcommittee in charge of implementing the 
certificate program. STOU has been assisting by coordinating 
production of the necessary study texts and study guides 
for basic, intermediate and advanced levels. Sripatum  
University’s Faculty of Communication Arts is assisting by 
monitoring and evaluating the success of the initial test phase 

of the project, which has been underway since 2 February 
2013.  

On 26 July 2013, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, 
President of STOU, signed an agreement formalizing STOU’s 
role in organizing the training program. A total of 25  
partners are involved in this project, including educational 
institutions, public and private organizations, and various 
professional societies. The signing ceremony took place at 
Century Park Hotel in Bangkok, and was the latest step in 
efforts to successfully implement the training project.  

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitpornchai, 

President of STOU, signing the agreement. 

STOU co-hosts International Cultural Conference 

On 7 August 2013, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chailerd Pichitporn-
chai, President of STOU, joined the Presidents of four 
other universities (Khon Kaen University, Mahasarakham 
University, Phranakhon Rajabhat University, and Rambhai 
Barni Rajabhat University) in presiding over the opening 
ceremony of the International Conference on Arts and Cul-
tures in Creative Economy.  Lasting two days, this con-
ference was the third such seminar resulting from collab-
oration between these five institutions. This year’s 
event, which attracted over 150 participants, was hosted 
by Phranakhon Rajabhat University and featured a keynote 
lecture on the role of cultural funding in the creative 
economy, presentations from Thai and overseas research-
ers, cultural performances and demonstrations, and study 
visits to nearby cultural attractions.  

Opening ceremony  of the International Conference 

on Arts and Cultures in Creative Economy 

Training for Nonthaburi Police at STOU  

From May to August, STOU provided a training program to help 
Nonthaburi police officers improve their English communication 
skills in preparation for the upcoming ASEAN Economic Community. 
The primary trainers for this program were Mr. Chris Hinkle and 
Mr. Trevor Smith from the School of Liberal Arts. They led  
practical dialogues and other activities focused on increasing 
trainees’ speaking ability. In addition to language training, 
the sessions also included information on the ASEAN community. 
The training courses were 
offered free of charge, and 

participants represented a range of ranks and 
police types (e.g., traffic police,  
detectives). Mr. Hinkle was pleased to give  
a positive report on the training, noting 
that participants’ pre-training and post-
training evaluation scores showed significant 
improvement.    



 

 

© 2013 International Affairs Unit, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University. All rights reserved. 

STOU E-NEWSLETTER 
BY INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS UNIT, SUKHOTHAI THAMMATHIRAT OPEN UNIVERSITY 

THANON CHAENG WATTANA BANGPOOD PAKKRET NONTHABURI   THAILAND 

TEL: FAX:   EMAIL:if.proffice@stou.ac.th 

Advisor  : Asst. Prof. Orasa Pankhao 
Chief Editor : Ms. Rattip Phukkeson 
Editorial Staff : Mr. Joel Akins, Ms. Alisa Meesmat 
Photo   : PR STOU, Ms. Nongluck Matvangsaeng  

Like us on 

 

Whenever you fly to a different time zone, your “body clock” 

has to adjust. Unfortunately, it can’t reset itself fast enough, 

resulting in feelings of fatigue and disorientation. One of the 

best ways to fight jet lag is something you can do before 

you leave: sleep well before you travel and don’t leave your 

frantic packing session to the last minute! Once you’re on the 

plane, don’t just watch movies and play games the whole 

time, but get plenty of rest too. If you follow these two sug-

gestions, you should feel well-prepared to handle the last 

one: when you arrive, don’t go to sleep until a “normal” local 

bedtime. Some frequent world travelers resort to even more 

extreme measures such as sleeping pills or nutritional sup-

plements. Feel free to research these as well, but always 

consult with a doctor before trying medicinal remedies to jet 

lag.  

 CALL 4 PAPERS  

 

ICET 2014  

The 58th International Council on  
Education for Teaching World Assembly 

Venue: University of Ontario Institute 
of Technology (UOIT), Oshawa, Ontar-
io, Canada   

Date: 15-20 June 2014   

Theme: Moving Forward in Curriculum, 
Pedagogy, and Leadership  

Sub-themes 

 Pedagogy and Practice  

 Inclusion and Justice  

 Online and Distance Education  

 Politics and Policy  

 Education for Sustainable Development  
 
Call for papers 

 Refereed Papers  

 Non-Refereed Papers (including papers with 
multiple authors), Round Table Discus-
sions, and/or Workshops 

 Symposium Proposal 
 
Please visit the conference website for more 
information.  

 6th e-Learning Excellence in the Middle-East Confer-

ence  

the 6th e-Learning Conference will be held in 
Dubai in March 2014 under the umbrella of the 
HBMeU 2014 Congress.  

Venue: Atlantis hotel, Dubai  

Date: 3-5 March 2014 

Theme: Leadership, design, and technology for 
XXIst century learning   

Sub-themes 

 Educational leadership and technological  
innovation 

 Teaching, Design and Quality 

 Social Online Learning (SOL) 

 Quality frameworks for online education 

 Massively Online Open Courses (MOOC) 

 Cultural integration of OERs  
 
Important Dates 

Deadline for Extended : 30 November 2013  
Abstract submission      

Notification of Extended : 5 December, 2013 
Abstract Acceptance   

Deadline for Full Paper  : 1 January, 2014 
Submission 

Image source  

http://www.facebook.com/stouint
http://www.uoit.ca/icet2014
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http://www.kln.ac.lk/conf/asaihl2013/
http://www.mslimalicious.com/2012/05/do-you-like-travelling-tips-to-reduce.html

