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Goal setter
Selecting appropriate
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Careful reading

LOCAL:
Understanding sentence

GLOBAL:
Comprehend main idea(s)
Comprehend overall text
Comprehend overall texts

Expeditious reading

LOCAL:
Scan/search for specifics

GLOBAL:
Skim for gist
Search for main ideas and
and important detail

(Khalifa, H and Cyril J. Weir (2006) Examining Reading Research and practice in assessing second

language reading p 62)

Figure 3.1 A model of reading
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Figure 4.1 Aspects of context validity for reading (adapted from Weir 2005)

CONTEXT VALIDITY

Task Setting Linguistic Demands:
Task Input & Output

= Response method = Overall Text purpose

- Weighting = Writer reader relationship

. Knowledge of = Discourse mode
criteria »  Functional resources

- Order of items = Grammatical resources

) Channel of = Lexical resources
presentation = Nature of information

" Text length = Content knowledge

- Time constraints

(Khalifa, H and Cyril J. Weir (2006) Examining Reading Research and practice in assessing

second language reading p 120)
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FIGURE 1 COMPONENTS AND FRAMEWORK FOR CONCEPTUALISING WRITING TEST
PERFORMANCE (2005b)

TEST TAKER CHARACTERISTICS
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Experiential
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SETTING: TASK

COGNITIVE PROCESSES
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Response Format
pur,fose (Task Input and Macro-planning
Knowledge of Criteria Output) Organisation
Weighting Lexical Resources — Micro-planning
Text Length Structural Resources Translation
Time Constraints Functional Resources Mor‘ltgrlng
Writer-Reader Discourse Mode Revising
Relationship Content Knowledge
SETTING:

ADMINISTRATION
A,

Physical Conditions

Uniformity of

Administration RESPONSE
Security

RATING
Criteria/Rating Scale
Rater Characteristics
Rating Process
Rating Conditions
Rater Training
Post Exam Adjustment
Grading and Awarding

CONSEQUENTIAL VALIDITY CRITERION-RELATED VALIDITY

Cross-test comparability

Comparison with different versions of|
the same test

Comparison with external standards

Washback on individuals in
classroom/workplace

Impact on institutions and society
Avoidance of test bias

(Shaw, S. and C. Weir (2006) Examining Second Language Writing: research and practice p 4)
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STOU-EPT 2010 proposal

(Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University

English Proficiency test)
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Paper A
No. of Marks Time/mins
questions
Part1 Listening 25 25 30 (5 mins. preparation)
Part II Reading and 40 40 60
vocabulary
Part III Structure 35 35 35 mins.
100 125 mins
Paper B Writing/Optional
Writing No. of questions | Rating Time/mins
scale
1 essay question 60
1 Information 1/2/3 45
transfer
105 mins

Paper C Speaking/Optional

To be developed in phase 11




Detailed of each part:
Paper A

Part I: Listening: read questions first/listen twice/ 1000 word K1

Level Texts Time/mins | No. of marks
questions
A2 Listening 1 10 8 8 Pass 6
Bl Listening II 15 6 6 Pass 9
Listening III 6 6
B2 Listening IV 5 5 Pass 4
Part II: Reading : controlled time for each passage
Level Texts Time/mins | No. of marks
questions
A2 2 short texts 15 10 pass 7
B1 1 text 20 20 Pass 14
B2 1 text 25 10 pass 7
Part I1I : Grammar
Level Texts Time/mins | No. of marks
questions
List of 35 35 discrete | 35 25 passed
grammatical topic items
for A2 B1 B2




Paper B Writing/Optional

Writing No. of questions | Rating Time/mins
scale
1 essay question 60
1 Information 1/2/3 45
transfer
105 mins

Paper C Speaking/Optional

To be developed in phase I1
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Paper A Partl Listening

Marks (25) Description

Part I:Listening ability is probably ...

1-6 - sufficient to understand everyday English and short
simple, clear, personal and public messages

7-16 - sufficient to access straightforward factual information
and language used in educational contexts

17-25 - sufficient to access standard spoken language
in educational contexts and various content-based
lectures

Part II Reading

Marks (40) Descriptions

Reading ability is probably sufficient to

1-7 - access simple documents on everyday matters

and simple informational sources




8-21 - access expository and informative sources, and other
English texts in commonly encountered educational contexts
22-40 - access English texts that might be encountered most in educational

contexts

PartIII Grammar/Structure

Marks (35) Descriptions

1-23 - uses some simple structures correctly but still systematically
makes basic mistakes

24-35 pass - has sufficient knowledge for straightforward situations in

educational contexts

Paper B : Writing
Marks () Descriptions
1 - finds it difficult to communicate the message because of
frequent inaccuracies of grammar or vocabulary
2 pass - can present ideas with adequate relevance and
adequacy of content and compositional style, where
describing graphs or tables and expressing a point of view
3 - can write a clear detailed text, describing
describe graphs or tables and can express a point of view
clearly (with relevance and adequacy of content and
compositional style, cohesion, adequacy of vocabulary for

purpose, grammar and mechanical accuracy)

Marking criteria
pass 3 in Relevance and Adequacy of Content, Compositional Organisation
2 Cohesion, Adequacy of Vocabulary for Purpose, grammar,

Mechanical Accuracy I (Punctuation), Mechanical Accuracy II (Spelling)
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Characteristics of the test

STOU-EPT test is designed to measure the proficiency of candidates at a threshold level.
It aims at candidates who wish to further their studies at a graduate level in a Thai context. It

covers listening, reading and vocabulary, and writing and grammar.

Use of the test
STOU-EPT test can be used to accompany application the graduate studies at Sukhothai

Thammathirat Open University.

Limitation of the test
STOU-EPT attempts to represent CEFR (Common European Framework of References
for Languages) level: A2, B1, B2, with B1 as the passing criteria for graduate programs of

studies. The number of tests, representing the performance in each level, is limited.

Appropriate population for the test

Candidates who wish to study at a graduate level, with at least a high school background.

Detailed instructions
STOU-EPT listening test consists of 4 parts, 25 marks. Part I covers 8 short
conversations with 8 marks. Part 2 covers monologues and longer conversation text type with 12

items of 12 marks. Part 3 covers lecture text types with 5 items of 5 marks.

Example items

Samples from listening, reading and vocabulary, structure and writing test items.

Content of the test
The content of the test consists of every day use of language, language used in

educational context such as announcement and instruction, and various content based lectures.



Meaning of the test score

See results report
Guidance on suitable preparation
For listening section, candidates may practice listening to everyday language through

media. The public domain and lectures can be practice through English media.
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