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Abstract

This study aimed to (1) collect special radiographic positions of upper limb
bones, (2) analyze data of the special radiographic positions of upper limb bones, and
(3) prepare a Manual for Radiological Procedure: Special Radiographic Positions of
Upper Limb Bones, at Suratthani Hospital’s Diagnostic Radiology Department in Surat
Thani province.

The study was carried out by collecting the names of special radiographic
positions of upper limbs over the past one year at year Suratthani Hospital’s Diagnostic
Radiology Department. And similar data were searched from relevant textbooks, the
Internet, and other related resources; and a content analysis was undertaken. After that
a Manual for Radiological Procedure: Special Radiographic Positions of Upper Limb
Bones was prepared, containing the names of special radiographic positions, main
indications, positioning, center ray, indications in the radiograph, radiographic image
positions, cautions and a table of radiation quantities. The manual’s quality was
evaluated by experts (one radiologist and one surgeon, selected using the purposive
sampling method) and 10 radiological technologists. The instruments for data
collection included a questionnaire for assessing the manual’s quality and an in-depth
interview form designed by the researcher. Content analysis was performed for
qualitative data

The results showed that: (1) 25 special radiographic positions of upper limbs
were identified and a list of such positions was prepared. (2) According to the
radiographic position analysis, 5 postures were for shoulders, 4 for collarbones, 4 for
elbows, 9 for wrists, and 3 for hands. (3) As evaluated by the experts, the Manual for
Diagnostic Procedure was rated very good as its content was systematically organized
with a clear presentation. And as evaluated by radiological technologists, the manual’s
content was consistent with the radiological profession principles and easy to
understand; and it could be used in practice. Thus, the manual should be adopted for
use at the Hospital’s Diagnostic Radiology Department.
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