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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study the context and development of the native
crafting earthenware in Baan Ko Kret; 2) to analyse the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats (SWOT analysis) of this native crafting earthenware; and 3) to indicate the results of the
application of the sufficiency economy philosophy to the native crafting earthenware in order to create
sustainable economic community.

This was survey and descriptive research which employed both primary and secondary data.
The primary data were acquired from in-depth interviews in the study area: the native crafting
earthenware in Baan Ko Kret, Pak Kret, Nonthaburi Province by interviewing or using the
questionnaire of four groups: 1) production units or entrepreneurs. 2) the relevant or government
agencies. 3) tourists or customers who come to Ko Kret, and 4) people living in Ko Kret. In addition,
there was a small group seminar of Baan Ko Kret community and government agencies.

The result indicated that the native crafting earthenware had been sustained since the
forefathers created this craft. The product design and its production have evolved in accordance with
the changing environment, economy, and society; yet, it maintains original uniqueness which could
overcome various crises because of the application of sufficiency economy philosophy. According to
the SWOT analysis the current native crafting earthenware and its prospect began to constantly
decrease as a result of increasing barriers, especially the problem in production due to very higher
costs and also labor problems in short skilled labor and marketing problems. This research concluded
that the important factor to sustain the native crafting earthenware is to apply the philosophy of
sufficiency economy. The cooperation of community is needed like it used to be in the past.
Strengthening the community, preserving cultural heritage, and seriously applying the philosophy will
all help sustain the earthenware.

Keywords: the native crafting earthenware , Baan Ko Kret, sustainability, the philosophy of

sufficiency economy
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