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Abstract 

 

The VAT has taken the tax world by storm over the last fifty years, but left little trace in the academic 

literature. Bird and Gendoron provide an impressively informed and informative account of the VAT 

experience in lower income countries, largely vindicating the tax and standard advice for its design.  

But they rightly stress too that dominant “expert opinion” on the VAT remains troublingly 

uninformed by serious analysis and evidence.  This article focused on some of these gaps and recent 

attempts to start filing them.  
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